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PAMI appreciates that Emmaus Lutheran has been a long-standing missions minded church and been a 

faithful/significant supporter since PAMI started in December 1981, almost 40 years ago.   Indeed, PAMI and 

Emmaus have gone back a long way.  And it's no coincidence that PAMI's Bible school is named Emmaus Bible 

Institute.  So, you might be wondering how this relationship got started, and what keeps it going.  I hope you 

find it interesting and inspiring to explore some historical connections between the two. 

Besides being like-minded in their evangelical and Bible-based emphasis, a major factor in what brought 

PAMI and Emmaus together was its common connection to the Thorud family.  Not only am I a Thorud, but 

the founders/first missionaries of PAMI were my uncle and aunt, Norval and Ardelle Thorud.  It also so 

happens that the founding pastor of Emmaus Lutheran was Rev. Chester Blake, who was married to Nel 

Thorud, the sister of Norval.  In turn, Norval and Ardelle became early members of Emmaus Lutheran (see 

picture below), and were active members many years.  Another sibling of Norval and Nel was Izzy, and Izzy  

 

and Howie Allen were also members of Emmaus Lutheran early on, and were long-time board members of 

PAMI.  Even after their husbands passed away, my aunts Ardelle and Izzy kept attending monthly PAMI board 

meetings until they were about 94, right before they both passed away in 2018 and 2019, each at age 95. 



Another Thorud connection to Emmaus 

Lutheran is my own.  I became friends with Dan 

Eikom through BSF around 1981.  And then 

Dan invited me to be a part of Gene Quist's 

discipleship group in 1984.  Dan Eikom, Dan 

Weiss and I met weekly with Gene Quist for 

about a year.  That was also about the same 

time that I started attending PAMI board 

meetings.  It also so happens that Gene and 

Daisy Quist were long-time good friends with 

my uncle and aunt.  Below is a picture of Dan 

Eikom, Quists, and my uncle Norval and Ardelle 

in front of the "Road to Emmaus" that was 

painted by Ardelle's father, William Stone. 

Although I grew up in Atonement Lutheran of Bloomington, my wife Susan and I attended Emmaus 

Lutheran for the first year and a half of our married life, from 1993 - 1994, until we moved to Chanhassen and 

started attending a free church closer to our home.  Although we moved away, I still enjoy being part of 

Emmaus Lutheran events, like helping at the Emmaus missions garage sales at Petersen's house, coming to 

Respond pancake breakfasts, and having a PAMI table at the Emmaus women's Christmas craft/bake sale and 

brunch.  I've also enjoyed having some Emmaus Lutheran people come with me to the Philippines.  Nate Nash 

came with me in 2004 and Becky Petersen, Daniel Johnson, and Clare Efteland came with me in 2009 (part of a 

five person Respond team).   We are now happy to have Clare's parents, David & Brenda Efteland on the PAMI 

board. 

The 

PAMI 

board 

still 

meets 

every 

month 

or two at 

Emmaus. 

Through the years, we've had other Emmaus Lutheran people serve 

on our PAMI board too, including Tom and Ruth Perin, and Lois 

Kompelein.  We've also had 

several Emmaus people attend 

our annual potluck dinners held in 

the Emmaus gym (e.g. Hinseths, 

Nelsons, Marion Johnson).  And 

we appreciated how Gene Quist, 

Dan Eikom, and Joel Nash ran the 

dishwasher for us for many years. 


