
Questions for 8 minute June 2020 PAMI interview for Emmaus Lutheran: 

1. Who am I and what is my connection with Emmaus Lutheran? 

 I am Mike Thorud, president of the U.S. board of PAMI-Philippine-Asian Missions Inc.  Our work 

in the Philippines has been faithfully supported by Emmaus Lutheran since PAMI was started by 

my uncle Norval and aunt Ardelle Thorud about 39 years ago, in 1981.  Norval and Ardelle were 

some of the earliest members of Emmaus, when Emmaus was started by another uncle and 

aunt of mine, Rev Chester and Nel Blake.  Nel Blake was Norval Thorud's sister.  Norval & Ardelle 

served as PAMI missionaries to the Philippines from 1982-1986, during which time they planted 

a church and got a Bible school started.  This school is Emmaus Bible Institute, and is named 

after Emmaus Luth. 

 Note that I and the U.S. PAMI board all serve as volunteers, and have business/prayer meetings 

every month or two here at Emmaus. 

 I spend about 1/4 -1/2 my time on PAMI.  I also substitute teach science classes at Eden Prairie 

High School about once per week.  My wife Susan and I attended Emmaus ourselves for about 1 

1/2 years, when we were first married in 1993, until we moved to Chanhassen. 

 I still have friends here at Emmaus, have been part of Emmaus garage sales and Christmas craft 

sales, and have appreciated Emmaus people coming with me to the Philippines--Nate Nash in 

2004 and a Respond team in 2009.  I've personally been to the Philippines 6 times, each time for 

3 weeks to two months, to touch bases and encourage the workers and members there.  The 

main ministry of PAMI is done by a couple dozen Filipino national workers, most of which have 

graduated from PAMI's Emmaus Bible Institute. 

2. An update on the Philippines/PAMI and how COVID has affected them. 

 With respect to COVID-19, the Philippines has been affected, but not near as much as in the U.S.  

Out of a national population of 107 million, the Philippines has only had about 1000 deaths.  

Thankfully PAMI's province of Sorsogon has only had two confirmed cases and no deaths.  But 

since they are on the same island of Luzon as Manila, they have been part of an island-wide 

quarantine.  Their quarantine has been more strict than ours, with road blocks, temperature 

checks, requiring special permission to travel from town to town, etc. 

 Like here, COVID restricted in-person gatherings since mid-March.  Bible school students were 

sent home, graduation postponed, church services suspended, and childrens' activities 

temporarily stopped.  However, our people were still able to do food distributions, do some 

socially distanced home meetings, and some pastors have done on-line messages that they post 

on Facebook.  Sometimes they might even look at on-line messages posted by Emmaus Lutheran 

or my home church.  A side benefit of COVID is that it prompted everyone to have more on-line 

presence, which extends the reach of the church, and helps the world become more 

interconnected. 

 Some other recent challenges included a big typhoon that caused a lot of damage to a lot of our 

locations last December.  Another smaller typhoon almost hit again just a couple weeks ago.  

Furthermore, we've also had dengue fever cases early last year. 

 The President of the Philippines is Duterte, and is a bit of a nationalistic strongman.  He has 

really clamped down on drug dealers and addicts, sometimes at the expense of human rights.  

Some of the drug dealers and addicts are simply killed by police-backed vigilantes.  Although 

painted negatively by world media, he's actually somewhat popular to the people.  While  we 



worry that he might clamp down against protestants or foreign missions, so far the government 

actually encourages churches to be involved in public schools.  In turn, several of our people are 

helping to teach half-hour once-a-week Values Instruction Classes in public schools.  This has 

provided open doors to classroom prayer, studying the Bible, sharing the Gospel, and channels 

for distribution of Operation Christmas Child boxes. 

3. Some joys and concerns. 

 Within this last year or so, PAMI has experienced some exciting ministry opportunities.  

Highlights from Spring 2019 included passing out about 500 Operation Christmas Child 

shoeboxes with follow-up discipleship, conducting an all-PAMI youth camp, and conducting a 

crusade in a town square.  Last year a couple new house churches were started, and about 65 

people were baptized.  The following regular activities also continued:  Bible school classes at 

Emmaus Bible Institute, weekly activities for about 160 Compassion sponsored kids each 

Saturday on the EBI campus, church services and Bible studies conducted in about 18 towns or 

villages, milk feeding outreaches to kids, weekly Values Instruction Classes in public schools, and 

weekly Christian radio broadcasts. 

 A concern is that Bible school enrollment has been down.  After the December typhoon hit, 

some students quit to help their families recover.  There is also a constant draw of young people 

from rural areas like ours to go to Manila for the possibility of higher paying jobs.  In turn, EBI is 

considering re-inventing itself by starting once-per-week modular classes at four of our 

churches, with teachers/subjects rotating on a monthly basis. 

 Specifically regarding Ptr Pio and Jovie Garduque who Emmaus supports:  There are reports of 

new Bible studies and 1-4 people ready for baptism.  Within the Barcelona township, they 

continue to handle churches in two different barangays--the original church in Luneta and a 

daughter church in Buhang.  Up until a year ago, the Buhang church had EBI interns or new 

graduates handling it, but they left for personal reasons.  While Sis Jovie is currently handling 

Buhang, they are praying for someone else to help there too.  Garduques' two oldest daughters, 

named Faith & Hope, also help with outreaches.  Faith& Hope are smart students, about a year 

or two away from graduating from high school, and hoping to go to college. 

 A concern of Garduques is what happens in Luneta after an 8 year agreement comes due this 

July.  They are hoping to buy a lot and construct a chapel rather than continuing to rent. 

 By the way, PAMI is thankful for the extra $4000 given by Emmaus Lutheran last year towards a 

new roof for the Emmaus Christian Fellowship church building on the EBI campus.  They are 

soon ready to start replacement of this roof.  In the meantime, those funds helped with typhoon 

relief and budget shortfalls until other funds came in. 

 

4. Ways to pray. 

 Protection from typhoons, disease, volcanoes and rebels. 

 That ministries can soon return to normal as COVID quarantine restrictions loosen up. 

 Start of EBI modular classes.  Start of the EBI school year postponed from June to late-August.  

Increased enrollment at EBI, and growth of churches, Bible studies, and other outreaches.  

Prospects for baptisms and discipleship. 

I appreciated the opportunity to share with you about PAMI.  Thank you for all your prayers and 

financial support of PAMI's ministry in the Philippines. 


